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of England and Holland, and were sometimes masters of
the ocean, though the two maritime powers were united
against them. At length, however, they were defeated at
La Hogue; a great part of their fleet was destroyed, and
they were reduced to carry on the war only with their pri-
vateers, from whom there was suffered, much petty .mis-
chief, though there was no danger of conquest or invasion.
They distressed our merchants, and obliged us to the con-
tinual expense of convoys and fleets of observation; and,
by skulking in little coves and shallow waters, escaped our
pursuit.

In this reign began our confederacy with the Dutch,
which mutual interest has now improved into a friendship,
Conceived by some to be inseparable; and, from that time,
the states began to be termed, in the style of politicians,
our faithful friends, the allies which nature has given us,
our protestant confederates, and by many other names of
national endearment. We have, it is true, the same in-
terest, as opposed to France, and some resemblance of re-
ligion, as opposed to popery; but we have such a rivalry,
in respect of commerce, as will always keep us from very
close adherence to each other. No mercantile man, or
mercantile nation, has any friendship but for money, and
alliance between them will last no longer, than their com-
mon safety, or common profit is endangered ; no longer than
they have an enemy, who threatens to take from each more
than either can steal from the other.

We were both sufficiently interested in repressing the
ambition, and obstructing the commerce of France; and,
therefore, we concurred with as much fidelity, and as re-
gular cooperation, as is commonly found. The Dutch were
ki immediate danger, the armies of their enemies hovered
over their country, and, therefore, they were obliged to
dismiss, for a time, their love of money, and their narrow
projects of private profit, and to do what a trader does not
willingly, at any time, believe necessary, to sacrifice a part
for the preservation of the whole.

Apqace was at length made, and the French, with their